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Part I 

 About us 

Presentation of the EPO 
 

  

 



Our mission 

As the patent office for Europe,  

we support innovation, competitiveness 

and economic growth across Europe  

through a commitment to high quality 

and efficient services delivered under 

the European Patent Convention. 



     38 member states 

European patent applications and 

patents can also be extended at the 

applicant's request to the following 

states: 

Bosnia-Herzegovina • Montenegro 

Albania • Austria • Belgium • 
Bulgaria • Croatia • Cyprus • Czech 
Republic • Denmark • Estonia • 
Finland • France • Germany • 
Greece • Hungary • Iceland • 
Ireland • Italy • Latvia • 
Liechtenstein • Lithuania • 
Luxembourg • Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia • Malta • 
Monaco • Netherlands • Norway • 
Poland • Portugal • Romania • 
San Marino • Serbia • Slovakia •  
Slovenia • Spain • Sweden • 
Switzerland • Turkey • United 
Kingdom  

 



  Autonomy 

• Second largest intergovernmental 

institution in Europe 

 

• Not an EU institution 

 

• Self-financing, i.e. revenue 

from fees covers operating 

and capital expenditure 

 



Structure of the European Patent Organisation 

The legislative body 

 made up of delegates  

   from the member 

states 

 supervises the 

activities of the Office 

 has a specific 

legislative  function 

European Patent Organisation 

Administrative Council European Patent Office 

The executive body 

 responsible for 

examining 

   European patent  

   applications 



Locations 

The EPO has offices at  

five different locations.  

 

Its headquarters are in Munich. 



Number of staff (01.01.2013) 

Munich 3 682 

The Hague 2 587 

Berlin 275 

Vienna 106 

Brussels 6 

Total 6 656 

Around 60% are  

patent examiners 



Staff from 31 different countries (01.01.2013) 

  

 Country                        Number of staff 

AT Austria 228 

BE Belgium 326 
 

BG Bulgaria 39 

CH Switzerland 70 

CY Cyprus 9 

CZ Czech Republic 23 

ES Spain 462 

DE Germany 1 817 

DK Denmark 69 

EE Estonia 7 

FI Finland 47 

FR France 1207 

GB United Kingdom 478 

GR Greece 166 

HU Hungary 29 

IE Ireland 76 

HR Croatia 3 

 Country                        Number of staff 

IT Italy 506 

LT Lithuania 4 

LU Luxembourg 60 

LV Latvia 6 

MT Malta 2 

NL Netherlands 556 

SE Sweden 119 

PL Poland 66 

PT Portugal 94 

RO Romania 126 

SI Slovenia 14 

SK Slovakia 18 

TR Turkey 28 

 Others 0 

  

 Total 6 656 

IS Iceland 1 



Overview of intellectual property 

Legal right What for? How? 

Patents New inventions 
Application and 

examination 

Trade marks 
Distinctive identification 

of  products or services 

Use and/or 

registration 

Copyright 
Original creative or 

artistic forms 

Exists 

automatically 

Registered 

designs 
Registration External appearance 

Trade secrets 
Valuable information 

not known to the public 

Reasonable efforts 

to keep secret 



Some IP found in a mobile phone 

                  Trade marks: 

• Made by “Samsung“ 

• “SAMSUNG DIGITall Everyone's invited” 

• Product “Samsung Galaxy S5" 

• Software "Android” , “KitKat” 

 

Trade secrets: 

 ? 

 

© Samsung 

               Patents: 

 Devices e.g. a touch screen device 

 Methods e.g. a data-processing method 

 Semiconductor circuits 

 Chemical compounds 

 … 

        Copyrights: 

 Software code 

 Instruction manual 

 Ringtone 

 … 

Designs (some of them registered): 

 Form of overall phone 

 Arrangement of button in oval shape 

  … 



What is a patent? 

• A patent is a legal title granting its holder 

the right to prevent third parties from 

commercially using a technical invention 

without authorisation. 

 

• In return for this protection, the holder 

has to disclose the invention to the 

public. 

 

• Protection is granted: 

– for a limited period, generally 20 

years 

– for a specific geographic area 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fractal-based antennae for mobile phones 

Intellectual Property  Fractus S.A. 

Company: Fractus S.A. 

http://www.epo.org/learning-events/european-inventor/finalists/2014/puente.html


The grant procedure at a glance 

 

 

Search and search 

report together 

with a preliminary 

opinion on 

patentability 

European 

patent 

application 

Filing and 

formalities 

examination 

Publication of 

the patent 

specification 

Applicant 

European 

Patent 

Office 

Public 

Substantive 

examination 

Grant of a 

European  

patent 
Opposition 

proceedings 

Appeal 

proceedings 

Limitation or 

revocation 

proceedings 

Refusal of the 

application 

Validation in  

the designated  

states 

Publication of 

the application 

and search 

report 

Observations by 

third parties  

possible  

(Article115 EPC) 

Review 



Part II 

Job opportunities 
as patent examiner 

 

  

 



Work as a patent examiner 

Watch a short film about working as a patent examiner at the EPO 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ML2qiA63-k0 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ML2qiA63-k0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ML2qiA63-k0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ML2qiA63-k0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ML2qiA63-k0


What does a patent look like?  

Not so far from a Scientific article 

• Bibliographic information: Inventor, proprietor, priority date, date of filing, 

technology class, etc. 

• Abstract : Around 150 words as a search aid for other patent applications 

• Description : 

– Summary of prior art (i.e. the technology known to exist) 

– The problem that the invention is supposed to solve 

– An explanation and at least one way of carrying out the invention 

• Claims : Define the extent of patent protection 

• Drawings : Illustrate the claims and description 

 

ESPACENET: www.espacenet.com     

GOOGLE PATENTS: www.google.com/patents 

 

http://www.espacenet.com/
http://www.espacenet.com/
http://www.espacenet.com/
http://www.google.com/patents
http://www.google.com/patents
http://www.google.com/patents
http://www.google.com/patents


Classification 

Filing date 

Priority date 

Applicant 

Inventor 

Title 

Designated  

states 

Abstract 

Fig 2: Sample 

patent application 

front page 



Work of an examiner 
 
- The main tasks of a patent examiner are to search and examine patent 

applications received by the EPO, applying the articles and rules of the EPC. 

 

- Examiners communicate with counterparts, which are patent attorneys and 

applicants (in writing, by telephone, and during oral proceedings) 
 

- Plays a key role (within a division of 3) in the decision of granting a patent 
 

- Participates in opposition cases when required (i.e. when patent contested) 
 

 

    "In my job I work at the forefront of technology.  

    I see a lot of new inventions, and it’s a very dynamic field." 

 





Work as a patent examiner 

 

• Top-level engineers and scientists 

 high degree of technical expertise 

 knowledge of the EPO's three official languages 

 

• Training during first two years 

 extensive legal and procedural training  

 individual coaching by experienced examiners 

 

• Continuing professional development throughout career 

 language courses 

 legal, technical, tools updates 

 

 



Who are we looking for? 

 

• Citizenship of one of the member states 

 

• Diploma of completed studies at university level (Masters Degree) in 

e.g. engineering, physics, informatics, chemistry, pharmacy. 

 

• Solid technical skills in one of the areas where we currently recruit 

 

• English, French and German: 

• Excellent knowledge of one, ability to understand the other two. 

• Or, excellent knowledge of one, good knowledge of a second, the 

third will be taught after recruitment on 3 years language contract 

 

• Work experience is not required but would be an advantage 

 
 

 

 



What do we offer? 

 

• Long-term employment in an international environment at the 

forefront of technology  

 

• Good work/life balance 

 

• Autonomy 

 

• Professional development opportunities 

  

• Attractive salary, pension scheme, social security package 

and good working conditions 



Current vacancies  

• Applied physics 

• Applied thermodynamics 

• Audio video media 

• Civil Engineering 

• Computers 

• Electrical and electronic technology 

• Industrial chemistry 

• Mechanical engineering 

• Medical technology 

• Polymer chemestry 

• Telecom 

 

More details online, with frequent 

updates 

http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/thermodynamics.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/thermodynamics.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/thermodynamics.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/audio-video-media.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/computers.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/electricity.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/ind-chemistry.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/mechanical-engineering.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/medical-technology.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/examiners/telecom.html


How to apply? 

 

• All our vacancies are posted online: 

www.epo.org/jobs 

 

 

•  online application form linked from each vacancy notice 

  

http://www.epo.org/jobs/vacancies.html


Part III 

Job opportunities 
internships 

 

  

 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 

 

Requirements 

 

You must 

 

•be a national of one of the EPO member states  

•hold a technical bachelor's (or equivalent level) degree 

•have a very good knowledge of technical English. Knowledge of 

technical German and/or technical French is an advantage.  

•your degree should have been obtained no more than 2 years prior to 

the date of application or you should still be enrolled at a University. 
 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 

 

 

What do we offer? 

 

•three to six-month internships  

•per default 40 hours/week (minimum requirement is 20 hours a week) 

•training on patents and IP in general, various aspects of an examiner's 

work, the patent granting process and classification systems as well as the 

tools used by examiners 

•work side by side with examiners who tutor them throughout the 

internship 

•complex re-classification work on patent applications under the 

supervision of an examiner 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 

In which Technical fields in Munich, The Hague and Berlin are 

placements possible? 

 

•mechanical engineering, in particular: materials, watches mechanism, 

plastics 

•chemistry, in particular: polymers, chemical engineering, organic 

chemistry, textiles 

•electricity, in particular: cables and connectors 

•physics 

•computers, in particular: computer architecture, error correction/detection 

•telecommunications, in particular: protocols, network, wireless 

communication 

 

More info 

 

http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/internships/science-

engineering.html 
 

http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/internships/science-engineering.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/internships/science-engineering.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/internships/science-engineering.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/internships/science-engineering.html
http://www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/vacancies/internships/science-engineering.html


Internships 
Science & Engineering 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 

 

•Application procedure for the session starting on 19 January 2015 is 

now open and will close on 17 October 2014.  
 



Internships 
Science & Engineering 

 

•videos: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6_sAqB7ets 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=mKvxzp3dDk8 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=mKvxzp3dDk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=mKvxzp3dDk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=mKvxzp3dDk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=mKvxzp3dDk8


The Pre-Interviews today 
 

  

 



• Short (15-30min) discussion about technical skills and languages 

 

• Will be conducted in your preferred EPO official language, not in Spanish. 

 

• Semi-formal procedure 

 

– It does not replace the official recruitment process via the EPO website 

 

– Possible outcomes: 

 

• Invite to apply officially 

 

• Advice on what to improve before applying 

 

• No final decision, no promises 

The Pre – Interviews today 



Need more information? 

• Visit www.epo.org 

 

• Contact us at 
www.epo.org/contact 

 

• Follow us on 

twitter.com/EPOorg 

www.youtube.com/EPOfilms 

www.linkedin.com/company/european-

patent-office  

www.facebook.com/europeanpatentoffice 

http://www.epo.org/
http://www.epo.org/contact
../../Desktop/twitter.com/EPOorg
http://www.youtube.com/EPOfilms
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-patent-office
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-patent-office
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-patent-office
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-patent-office
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-patent-office
http://www.facebook.com/europeanpatentoffice
http://www.facebook.com/europeanpatentoffice


 

 

Thank you for your attention 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


